Session Transcript to the Ontolog invited Speaker - Professor Jim Hendler - “Semantic Web Q&A” - Thu 2005-08-11

Peter Yim:  Let’s start the session now with good morning and good afternoon everyone.  This is the Ontolog Invited Speakers Session, Thursday, 2005, August 11.  We are glad to have Professor Jim Hendler from the University of Maryland with us and the subject of this session today is Semantic Web Q&A.  

First of all, we’d like to thank Professor Mark Musen from Sanford for extending the invitation on behalf of our community to Professor Hendler and let’s ask Mark to introduce our speaker today.

Mark Musen:  Sure, thanks Peter.  It’s really a pleasure to introduce Jim Hendler, who many of you know, at least virtually.  Jim is a Professor at the University of Maryland and directs activities related to the Semantic Web and Agent of Technology at the Maryland Information and Network Dynamics Laboratory.  

Jim is prolific in so many ways, and is someone who I think represents truly the best of what DARPA was intended to do.  I think for many of you, you recognize that for many years the idea of putting semantics up on the web was sort of a gleam in people’s eyes, not really achievable, something that people talked about very informally and Jim really had a vision for how to make this happen.  I think it’s really a testament to Jim for his ability to go to DARPA, get a few million dollars, and turn the world around by recruiting a large number of really brilliant people who worked with him for a number of years; and created all the fundamental technology that now is coming together to make the idea of semantics and knowledge processing on the internet really a reality.  Jim has comeback to academic life though he continues to work very heavily with various government agencies, and for many people, Jim is the Semantic Web; certainly he is that vision.  It is a really a great pleasure to introduce him to the Ontolog Forum and to have an opportunity to give him the chance to talk to you directly.

Peter Yim:  Thank you very much Mark, so before we pass the floor to Jim, may I request the rest of the audience to put your phones on mute unless you are speaking, and also to make sure you don’t put us on hold because that way you might send music into the line.  We are recording this session once again and Ontolog has an opened IPR policy; so this session will be recorded, will be archived, and will become available on the internet.  

Professor Hendler, your floor.

Professor Hendler: Thanks.  You know when I was first asked if I would do this, I started to prepare the usual slides and stuff, and then I saw who was on the Ontolog Forum most of the time and realized at least over half of you have seen at least one or more of my talks, and so I figured, and also looked over some of the past speakers and it seems to me that just a Q&A session might be productive.  I also know that I’ve been on a lot of such calls as these with where, you know, you get to the end of it and there’s only a minute or two for questions and that many of you have burning questions.

Let me just try to set two boundaries on this.  One is sort of on an upper boundary. There's a lot of things that get published with respect to the semantic web and what one might call philosophy.  You know, there was recently somebody trying to defend Clay Shirky by talking Wittgensteinian, something or other.  You know I’m perfectly happy to go one-on-one on that stuff, but I don’t think that’s the most useful thing to do.  So I would try to avoid deep philosophy, and then the other thing is that a lot of you I know have questions that might be better answered one-to-one.  So if you have very narrowed questions about a particular application or way of doing something I’m perfectly happy to take those questions email; just mention to me that you were on the call so I will be able to place what the context was.

Attendee:  Could you state then in the affirmative what you would like to focus on here?

Professor Hendler: Well, everything else – issues that are generally interesting. When I say your own concern, I don’t mean – Hey I’m doing a migration, tell me about migration. I mean something like, if I’m using SKOS and I want to represent the such-and-such field of the so-and-so; or you know, in OWL, the inverse function when applied to a data type has the following funny subset.  I’ll feel free on this call to give a very fast answer and suggest those go elsewhere.  So I’m really looking more for conceptual discussion, discussion about you know tools and techniques and whatever you guys want to hear.

