Questions of a data/database person about ontologies
I agree with the opinion that the Semantic Web/ontologies should be the glue holding together information/data assets:

· Data component of an Information System or the Web is not homogenous in terms of purpose, role, ways of access, etc.  Not everything looks as ontology to me and not everything is currently implemented as ontologies; I see several data layers: “data”, “metadata”, and “ontological data”. For these data components to fulfill their purpose and role in the most efficient way, they have to be presented through different models and implemented with the help of different technologies. 

· We have huge amounts of data accumulated in various data sources already. Semantic Web was intended to be a “web” of connections between applications and data sources. 
Therefore, the questions.
1. How to make different “data” parts work together? 

Ontological community is very involved in the problems of merging (or integrating, or federating, etc.) ontologies. In addition to the problems of “horizontal” merging at the ontological level, discuss how to merge ontologies “vertically” with metadata and data. Sub-questions in reference to ontologies-databases issues:
a. How to utilize limited semantics of existing databases for building ontologies?
b. How to utilize ontologies for building new databases?

c. How to organize “interfaces” between ontologies and databases?

2. What methodology of ontological data design has to concentrate on? In many cases methodology of design of ontologies is discussed on a very general level in terms of the “life cycle”. If not general methodology of conceptualization, then maybe recommendations for conceptualization can be discussed to provide the designers with guidelines for design of flexible, extensible, consistent ontologies.  
3. How to implement and manage ontologies? Maybe not all problems of data management are important in ontologies management, e.g. concurrent access and transaction management. However, performance issues seem to be important. Sub-questions:
a. What are the problems of ontologies management?
b. What are the approaches to resolve the problems of ontologies management?
