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Starting Point
• For many domains of interest, we lack sufficiently 

complete and current ontologies
– even at the level of pure vocabularies (i.e., “identifiers 

for entities”)

• Several bottlenecks of  “elitist” ontology 
construction
– Slow vs. high dynamics in many domains (e.g. products)
– Lack of input (often too burdensome for users to 

report missing elements)
– Documentation often badly in shape
– URIs often not dereferencable



Wikis are a great thing to 
establish URIs....

• Minimal entrance barrier for establishing URIs
• Everybody can easily look up what the URI 

stands for
• Wiki(pedia) URIs are stable identifiers for 

conceptual entities
–Hepp/Siorpaes/Bachlechner (2007)

• Much of the problems used to motivate 
Semantic Web research can be solved by unique 
identifiers alone
–Synonyms, homonyms, typed relationships



Fundamental Idea

Minimal Entrance Barrier for 
Evolution and Growth

Support for
 Convergence

Wiki

+

Human-Computer Team



Prototype with OWL Import and 
Export
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Features

• Lightweight Meta-Model

• OWL Import and Export

• Integration with Flickr,  Wordnet, Youtube, 
Wikipedia

• Legal Framework for Contribution
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